Walks With Maggie: Living & Wandering In Leelanau County

“Walks with Maggie” is a book of short essays set in northern Michigan’s popular
Leelanau County. The main character is an eight-year-old West Highland White terrier
named, Maggie.

Organized around the four seasons and various locations in and around Leelanau
County, the essays present the author’s reflections as she walks the dog and are illustrated
with Jo Anne’s pen and ink / watercolor illustrations.

Signed copies may be ordered directly from the author. Send a check for $16.00 (includes
postage) payable to Jo Anne Wilson, P.O. Box 5518, Traverse City, MI 49696-5518 U.S.A.

EXCERPT FROM SUMMER WALKS

“We live in the small village of Glen Arbor, which sits within the boundaries of the
Sleeping Bear National Lakeshore. Lake Michigan and the Sleeping Bear Sand Dunes are
a few miles to the west. Each year, thousands of visitors come to visit the area, climb the
dunes, swim in Lake Michigan, and hike the many trails. Many have come to stay and
make Leelanau County their year ‘round home.
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One of the effects of the influx of humans to this region is that the wild animals are
being displaced. For the most part we cohabitate quite comfortably. There are, however,
those moments when the creatures assert their territorial rights. In winter, raccoons steal
the suet balls I leave for the birds. In summer, deer reduce planters full of flowers to
nothing more than stems. Empty bird feeders and blossomless plants stand as mute
testimony to who really is in charge.

Maggie can also attest to the superiority of the wild critters. She’s had several
close encounters of the fragrant kind with one of the many skunks that roam the area.
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